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BNTEAED AT THE PHILADRLENIA PORTOFYICE AR ARCOND-
CLANS MAIL MATTER

L TI0N OF THE EVENING LEDOER
" FOR BEPTEMBER WAS 100,008,

PHILADELPHIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBRER 21, 1918,
e

A youth may erpect to inherit hisa father's

. politicians snw In

| have the vote.

Jortune, but if he would have knowledge
he must acquire it for himaelf,

WIN PENNSYLVANIA

W JERSEY cannot set back the clock,

It ean no more prevent woman suffrage
l.lip_n the stcession of whole Btates wag able
to prevent abolition, There are some causes
M Inherently Just., so obviously falr and
right, that no ohstacles can hold them from
their finnl goal. No question s ever settied
until it is settled right.

There were powerful interests at work to
drive the women back In New Jersey. The
the program the death
knell - of thelr control. Thelir only chance
wan to beat the women when the women
'i-r('_ without the vnte, for they realized that
tey could never defeat them when they did
: Wherever there was organ-
IRefl graft or disreputable business, there was
antl-suffrage sentiment strong. Yet, ln spite
of everything, the women polled for thelr
cause an enormous vote and proved beyond
question thelr political eapacity.

Suffragists in Pennsylvanin need not feel
discouraged. Here I8 a different battle-
ground, ready to be won. That the Btate
haw & soul-hunger for better things, for

" pighteéous things, was shown by fta avid

. moral vision, It is

rénch In 1912 for soclal ideals, Extenslon of
the full powers of citizenship to women s
the most practical and feasible means of ele-
wating the electorate and giving to it a surer
certain, therefore, that
thousands of progressive and earnest men
will not let this opportunity pass, but will
rash to the polls to vote a welcome to the
Womap. . Suffrage may be beaten in Penn-

. sylvania, but there is no reason now to an-

ticipate so unfortunate an outeome of the
persistent, capable and earnest campalgn
which has been waged.

BRYAN IS STILL IN THE AIR

ROM the moment of his first entrance
into public life Mr. Bryan has shown a
remarkable capacity for projecting himself
Into the alr and talking about things which
o not exist. The world in which he lives

. 18 unreal and the remedies that he proposes

for evident evils would make the evils worse.
_Hln financial heresies have long since been
lloded, and his lutest fad of disarmament

& world of wara resta on no firmer foun-
d&ltlon‘ Yet it is doubtful if m movement
more fortunate for the country could be
started than a dlsarmament propaganda in
the Democratic party. It would split that
organization so affectually that there would
not be the least doubt of the election of a
Republican President and u Republiean Con-
greEs next year, committed to a program of
’ Wwate preparation for any eventualities
& world inhabited by men rather than

1s.

CAMDEN'S CELEBRATION

THOUGH Camden is In another State,
It I8 part of Philadelphia. It has grown

" from a small community to a thriving clty

~ $ mear this great commercial centre.

of more than 100,000 population becguse It
Phil-

3 hia overfiows on all sides and.spills

L | #ome of Ita enterprise and energy across the

ware Into Camden, just as New York
| des into Jersey Cliy.
cammival across the river is, therefore,

L of as much Interest to Philadelphla us to
P Camden. We look with pride upon the ex-
. hibition of Camden’s spirit, Its elation at its

growth and Ita confident belief that what
‘bas already happened ls only s promise of

L greater thinge In atore in the future. If

. .

P the' city would still grow, because Philadel-
" phie needs that territory for expansion to
" the east: but when the advantage of its lo-

ware no enterprise and initiative there,

.o*bn is jolned with the enthusinam of its
Disiness men, there ls every reuson for be-
leving that its prosperity has only begun.

L ENGLAND AT WAR, NOT AT LAW

YH talk of Bonar Law as successor of
4 Asquith sa British Fremier is due to the
prevalant ballef that u great bDuniness execu-
Mya and not a lawyer should bo in charse

the Covernment In the present crisia
B feeling has found expreasion In the
that the Ministry does nol peem to
thut Great Britain s at war and not

or has been, & great irom

solectad to manage n

the war broke out; but events proved
hat he was a military genius; and Lincoln,
when put to the test, proved his capacity to
steer the Qovernmaent winsely through a manst
trying period and his abllity to know & great
soldler when he found one.

Anquith has Talled In this crisin, not be-
cause he is & lawyer, but becauas his abilities
are not of the kind needed. If Bonar Law
ghould take his place and succesd It would
be for the reason that he has the qualities
needed and not primarily becausa he a A
Business man turned politician,

SIDESTEPPING

ANDIDATE EMITH took the Transit

Pledge under consideration more than a
woaek age. He promised & quick anewer,
Ever mince he has sidestepping and
dodging. Why? Perhaps the angwer can ba
read In the statementa of Willlam N
CHerse, Organization candidate for Common
Council In the #4th Ward:

I am in favor of transit, but 1 won't aign
anyibing ar pledge mysoif—that's something
the Organization has not asked me 1o do.
1 wouldn't dare sign it The Gang's pot
soven divisions out hers and they can do
me more harm than your paper ocan good
They'd knife me and I wouldn't have a
chance, I am going to see the leader to-
rlght and will let you know, but I won't
sign anything now.

Evidently Mr. LeGlerse saw the leader, for
the next day he telephomed: “Nothing doing;

heen

L

can't #lgn anything.”
There ia but chanece for this city to
have adequnate transit facilities and bhe put

ones

on an equality with other great cities in this
respect, and that I8 by the defeat of eandl-
dates who sldesiep or are insincere and by
the election of men who are enthusinstically
devoted to this great public enterprise,

THE FABLE OF THE FAGOTS

HE plans of the Chamber of Commearce

to become a federation of commercial or-
ganizations are working out satisfactorily,
for the neighborhood businesa men's aswo.
clations are showing a diaposition to aMliate
themselves with the central hody,

The ndvantages of this arrangement are
#o great Lthat it has met with no opposition.
Under it, when the Logan Improvement As-
soclation secks better fire service, improved
pavements or lighting, or any of the other
benefits that the distriet deaerves, it can
swing the influence of the business interests
of the whole city into line for the changes

It has taken u long time for the business
men of the city to learn the leason of the
old fable about the bundle of fagots, but
they know {t now.

THE COLLEGE ATHLETE

HE five men who have, apparently of

their own volition, dropped from Yale's In-
tercollegiate athletles, have dona a doubls
service to the cause of the amateur player. If
their resignation was not forced, they agaln
demonstrate the growing honesty of inter-
collegiate encounters, They have even pro-
vided an opportunity for generosity on the
part of other colleges, and & rumor has it
that Harvard will take advantage of this,
asking, unoMeially, tur the reinstatement of
Legore and his assoclates.

A still greater service is that to a clearer
understanding of the amateur status., The
five men were playing on an amateur base-
ball team during the summer. The team
never pald salaries to its players, but in the
case of the five men was willing to give them
free hoard. On finding that this was a vio-
latton of the intercollegiate rules, the ath-
letes refused further support. They are now
disqualified In the very crisis of Yale's ac-
tivity

It seems that the players and the govern-
ing board are equally at fault. The board
acknowledges that It was remiss; it implies
that the rules had not been enforced. The
players have done the one thing posaible.
Wouldn't It be advisable to revise ths laws
g0 that they might be understood—and be
sensible?

OUT FOR A KILLING

A.\' evening contemparary announces that
“the effort to make a campalgn Issue
out of the extension of rapid transit lines
is futile and impotent,” and two or three
paragraphs further on declares that “next to
the question of the tax rate, and possibly
§0-cent gas, the question of universal free
transfera comes nearer the individual cltizen
than Any issue put forward In thiz cam-
palgn.”

Our contemporary is right the second time.
How really big this Issue of the operation
of the new lines 18 may be gathered from
the obstinate refusal of Smith and Connelly
to do anything but sldestep. The Gang Is
out for a killing at the expense of cltizens
who use streel cars.

Charles 8. Mellen io' an expert at confoss-
ing.

The Belvation Army wins victories that
justify its name

Italy's fleet has eailed under sealed ordera.
Austrin’s submarines have left Pola to break
the seal.

Lepoer gladly joins with
of the

The EvENING
Camden in celebrating the passing
106,000 mark.

Porter accopted that chullenge to debate
with Bmith so quickly that Bmith begins to
be sorry that he lasued it,

Where ls the good old-fashioned German
submarine which used to blow up a British
merchantman every other day?
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FOR THE DEFENSE

Some Cases From the Two Years'
Record of the “Public Defender,”
Who Looks Out for the
Penniless

4}

By SAMUEL HARRIS
ALIFORNIA has a good-sized reputation
A8 a melting-pot of political and govern-

mental ideas. Those that are put inte prac-
tice teach the people of the country many
valuable lessons. The county of Los Angales
has a “public de.
fender.” The second
anniversary of the
eatablishment of the
office s near at hand,
and facts relative to
the wuccess of the
experiment n  the
two-yedr period are
now avallable, At
the recent sesslon of
the State Leginlnture
a “"publle defender
bill** failed to bocoma
Inw hecause the Gov-
ertior did not sign It
within the required
time; but the meas-
ure received in both
WALTON houses a totml of 111
Voles, as agalnst nine In the negative, an
Indication, It seems, of public approval.

The alm In establishing the oMee In Los
Angeles was to place the pennlless defendant
on an equal footing with the accuser, tha
State. It Is the theory of Anglo-Baxon Juris-
prudence that among the dutles of the publie
prosecutor shall bo Included the duty of de-
fonse: but it Is common knowledge that prac-
tice han deviated far from thig theoretioal re-
Intlon between prosecutor and defendant. The
Job of the District Attorney, theoretically
Judicial, Ix political, and his record In office
Is Judged by the number of convictions he
has been able to secure. The situation s
natural, Inevitable, Indeed, but it hardly
Eives the acoused the opportunity to which
he s entitled, The law preascribes, of course,
that every defendant, however poor or Ig-
norant, may have pounsel, and the usual
method In the appointment by the Court of
An attorney to represent him, This method,
though It must be sald that thousands of
lawyers have as much public spirit as the
thousands of public-spirited physicians, does
not insure Iln all cases the falthfulness of
service and the abliity found on the prose-
cutor's alde of the fence. The public prose-
cutor of Loa Angeles, however, employa In
the defense of an amccused person the same
Activity which the District Attorney em-
ploys In his prosecution, and he has behind
him the same wealth and machinery—that of
the county of which he |k an officer. It is
constructive work that Walton J. Wood s
doing In the "Legal County Hospital,” of Los
Angeles, as a few Instances will sufMes to
show.

woon

The Story of a Thief

Heére |8 the story of a recent case described
under the title of “People va, Rlack": "Biack,
a stranger in California, had no work. He
lived on nothing at all some days, and little
enough at best. TFinally he entered a bulld-
ing, stole some tools, sold them and apent the
money at an employment office. He was ar-
rested and confessed, The Court hesitated
to grant probation, because the man, with
neither friends nor employment, waa lkely
to have increasing difMculty In keeping
stralght, and would undoubtedly have sent
him to jall bad not the public defender fyund
compatriots of the prisoner who promised to
employ him, and thus persuaded the Judge to
release the man on probation."

Here Is another Instance of tha service
performed by the public defender. It was
brought out In eourt that two men accused
of burglary were starving when the offense
was committed.

The Judge placed little rellance on the story
when it was related by the men themsalves,
but the public defender proved that they
had made sincere and earnest afforts to se-
cure work and food After the facts had
been presented in full one man was released
and the other let off with a lHght sentance.
Had the care been conducted in the usual
manner, It {8 highly probable that no rigid
investigation would have beon made for lack
of fundsa.

In a murder oase In Los Angeles an excep~
tionally remarkable precedent was set under
the new order of things, The mental condi-
tion of the prisoner was In questlon. The
eommon procedure in such cases In to array
alienist against allenist, even dozens against
dogens, ‘The prosecutor and the public de-
fender, co-operating as agents of the county
government, jolned In asking the Court to
appoint three disinterested physiclans, No
other expert witnesmes were called.

The two years' experience In Los Angeles
has shown that criminal cases are more
speedily handled than before the Innovation.
The public defender, It should be added, Is
a man of at least equal abllity with the pub-
He prosecutor, and the time and facilities
at his disposal are the same, Bo upeful has
the “legal hospital” proved that Mr. Wood
has a staff of sight deputies, beside his In-
vestigators and clerka Yet the county has
saved money, The reduction of ltigation
and the efficlency and rap.dity In handling
casen have hrought this result. Though the
record of the public defender In oriminal
cases s the more spectacular, the work In
givil casen 8 no less Interesting and helpful,
Ha has asslsted mors than a thousand per-
sons In civil matters,

A Bit of a Crank
The man who holds the unusual title s &
young man, & graduate of Btanford, His
profile s keen and a bit masterful, but when
you stand before him you see genlality and
humer in the expreasion of his face For
several yoars he practiced law in the Philip-

2k

DIRECTOR DRIPPS AS “MISTER”

Outside of Business Hours and the Time Devoted to Other Civie
Activities, He Is a Collector of Books About Philadelphia.
Some of Them Very Rare

By WILLIAM A. McGARRY

HOUGH Mr. Porter has made publlic noth-

ing that may be In his mind as to the per-
sonnel of his cabinet If he wins in Novembaer,
It will surprise no one If Robert Dunning
Dripps is continued in the position he is now
filling for the re-
mainder of the
Blankenburg admin-
Istration, Certiainly
no one, not even
among his politieal
opponents, doublts
his abillty to direct
the affairs of the De-
partment of Public
Safoty.

Mr. Drippa is not
new (o public Ilife,
although but 38 years
old. He has been
prominently identi-
- filed with the move-
i ment for the over-

ROBERT D. DRIPPS. throw of the contrac-
tor bosses since the great upheaval of 1905,
when he became a member of the old Clty
party committes in the 224 Ward, of which
Mr. Porter was chairman, Ha (s perhaps best
krniown now for his work as floor leader of
the independent forces in Common Counell in
the last four years and as executive seore-
tary of the Public Charities Association of
Pennsylvania.

In this connection there {8 an incident not
heretofore published that throwa an interest-
ing light on the character of the new Direc-
tor. Binece his appointment by Mayor Blank-
enburg he has been criticised by Organization
followers for dual officeholding. But the fact
is that at his own request Director Dripps
ceased to draw any salary from the Publie
Charities Asgocintion when he took charge of
the Department of Public Bafety. And he |s
still giving as much time as he can spare to
the assoclation without compensation of any
kind.

The Fight for Reform

Director Dripps hag been following Mr.
Porter In various political oMces, serving as
chalrman of the campsalgn committees for
the independenta, as Common Councilman
from the 284 Ward, and now as Director of
Publle Bafety. But from this it must not be
supposed that the new Director is not “his
own man” He has been In the conference
of the leading Independents for years. He
has proved time and agaln his value to the
cause of good governmaent by his ability to
geo phoend and his capacity for organization.

Director Dripps first met Mayor Blanken-
burg in the 1007 Aght of reformers against
the contract made In that year between the
oity and the P. R. T. He served on the Town
Meoeting Committes of 16, of which the pres-
ent Mavor was 0 member. When the fight
was ended the “War Horse of Reform" sent
for Mr. Dripps, it ls related, and sald to him:

“Young man, | want to say that one of
my most pleasant experionces with this com.
mittee has been meoting you. You will he &
farce !n the fight for reform.*

After the Roosovelt sweop of Pennaylvania
in 1918, Mr. Dripps was & member of the Ex-
ecutive and Leglslative Commitiee of the
Republican State Conventlon, oaplured by

Progressives. In that commitise he

1918 Legislature, and others, with changes,
by the Leglslature of this year.
Gutside of Philadalphia Mr. Dripps {s beat

He wrote

also |s greatly interested in the city play-
grounds.

Physically, the new Director Is not unlike
his predecessor. He is of the same atalwart
build, He has the same healthy glow In his
cheeks and the same twinkle in his eves, He
is an exceptionally quick thinker. When he
Is deeply Interested {p a subject he talks so
rapldly that it requires concentration to fol-
low him. His quulities of leadership were
well demonstrated in his counclimanic work
as personal representative of the adminis-
tration,

Collection of “Philadelphiana™

Mr. Dripps has one fad—the collection of
pamphlets and other publications on Phila-
delphlia. When he started this, shortly atter
his admission to the bar In 1801, he confined
It to publications by lawyers. He now has
| more than 160 such booklets, most of them

out of print. His recreation |s reading, In
| which his taste is catholic. He has a growing
library of about 3500 volumes in his German-
town home. The Director Is generally to be
found when not at work prowling around
book counters. His collectlion of publications
about the city ia aald to bHe Burpassed only
by that in the great private library of Hamp-
ton L. Carson, ex-Attorney General,

Director Dripps was born in this oity and
| educated at Lawrenceville and Princeton,
graduating from the latter institution with
the class of 1888, He studled law In the
office of Blddle & Ward. He is s0 wrapped
up in his home and work that he hasn't
much time for elub life, but I8 o member of
the Princeton and City clubs. He also is &
trustes of the Firat Presbylerian Church, of
Germantown. Mrs. Dripps before her mar-
ringe was Miss Made Heron., They have two
children, a boy and a girl.

PORTER'S PUBLIC SERVICE

To the Editor of Bvening Ledger

Bir—In reply to I}, Clarenca Gibboney I, as a
reader of the papers, repudiate the statement
made as to the inefMolency of George D. Por-
ter for Mayor, I take as my standpolnt the
*vay he filled the chair of Director of Public
Hafety, just vecated by him, What we want
today is an honest, upright, relinble man and
some one the publie can approach personally
and mot through the medium of Organization
leaders. Buch a man Is George D. Porter.

Philadelphia, October 90, Q. F.
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